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DTSIDB Waa gray sight on high stars in
blue spaced and a bent moon swimming
upon its back kr frothy scud below these-
a thousand of smoking housetops
tilted And jagged like a lava
flow and h this mingling In
timately t jrorWL old comedy and
tragedy of If At points as if the lava

Pliret steel works and T fr Cradle Smelting plant
fanes and black clots of faapr wavered upward Here-
a i there ganglia ceates wore wedge shaped
a errs of railway tracks a fej Bd spotted with celored
lights while northward la f ae great city

Steam and electric sail a boulevard came
tvwn from the greater city to less from the mighty
Chicago to the smoky porUwi that helped to make the
larger aggregation possible fa a big house upon

boulevard Just Inside thfe social line drawn
between the citys aristocrat herders and the

skirts of the town reigned
tasic iignt and caaciB i

Mrs HopewoHs social e4aais were luxurious af
f rs a trifle overperfumed a jshadfe toe gorgeous per

3is but indubitably Many from the
toievard were there a the region of the
great mills among the latter young Dr Lane a prom
isng struggler for place and practice In South Suburb
and Ann Saxon the hazel eyed daughter of Gruff
Saxon a foremaa in the works

Lane had dose a few thftigs ia literature which
WerE thought creditable yie te ate as a main result
the approving interest of MKUsHopewell and others of
her set having much and recently

wealth liked to it with such blos-

soms of intellectuality as ftSSwi their way Besides
Lane having enjoyed the of the Hopewell man
j on for months had become of end secretly

e trot bed to Mrs HopeweHs aiece Barbara Crowns
eaogMer of a country storek4sptag brother of Mrs

As for Asa Saxon thoBshbmbJy connected

renditions were wonderful aai whoa viewed in
light of her opportunities they were She

was cot beautiful in the usual sesse having an almost
Wee figure with a head shaped but rather

large and heavily clustered abeJ a waving mass
of coppery hair In its frame C dead gold tile upper
inf of her face shone like a cam below that the ilte

was lost the mouth was wide and sensitive
c 1 the chin too square Newectteiess when she stood
tJtat right by the piano retiy to Jay her slim arms

her simple white dress faNbig in almost straight
ryes about her Lane found vaguely recalling
a Grek statue he had sees soaefthere

At lengtk the violin fell Haa Lane did his part in
creating a snail tempest of snpfcasv sad with sigh
turned to his companion Sue steadily regarding
her fan Near her stood a handsome man

Hello Jerfenr said Lane hearty impulsive
fashion Kiagpife the newcomers wM Permit me to
present you to Barbara Crowns our hostess
niece Crowns this is mar fsiead Mr Tilford
Jerfon Make merry gad piefe fose me while I go

ai congratobcte Miss s iffce of South
Suburb you know sort of goifteniijumd superior edition
cf the SnaeUae of Parad r He bowed and
hastened away

Jerfon had a form sad face tikt attracted men and
fascinated women a dark but pacftct beauty of exterior-
t amazed one at first gfeaee 3 i left one musing
T PTI t was longer vistSte was appareled

about him hung se flaea air of taste that
ist in tively one felt that ease and beautiful sur
r n lings might be more to kim that worth and morals

N w as Barbara regarded hto dark pupils of
ler exfs widened as from a kind pleasurable wonder
H s bearing was princely his spea i Gad manner suave
ari Lftlit upon

tr jpearanceT stood efightful nothings

til tne waltz formed and Iae and claimed

i s f areee the first taac Ai they Soated away
fsr her the young WOBMUI ft k face and
utif whispered Who is he iBbHl sand glanced back
a I11 stranger

Tilford Jerfon 1 1 r

I dont mean that I-

O I beg pardon Well fe ls aantly from New-
T antecedent to that a Laiffaiinir I the son
c a Frenchman and an Aa ertja aftce s if I havent-
r x d the genealogy

He is rather handsome
Rather He is the haas a st Glean I ever saw

Jii clever Why the scope of Mb fctonaattoa is some-

thing bewildering to an untraTefcd as4erner like me
E ame to Chicago to try for tile uli of physics in
t university he says but abvBta4 the notion for
s teething more alluring He Is a wa 4 in chemistry
a least it strikes me that wjt BejNks been

me special metallurgical tests fey the smelter
and steel people but he is not peoa eatly

has made a discovery which I hg e will
t ize values and change the lot qmi a-

L Tne girl glanced at Lanes fgfift laughed thiak-
p iiim facetious but there ww stage gfrt f ex
c pffipnt ia his eyes He airacfl b4j aaoved

g in to the conservatory and rea ie said
TVhen they were seated the l her stay

r s upon him Well and abe Pte ted sariH g
He has discovered how to mafce saf said raw

A produce it as nature produce it UareckoaGfefs-
T IS are at his 14 cS3 wilt be
changed He spoke quietly bit M8 iH Was vfbzaat-

eyes aglow with splendid vteie s
The girl grasped his arm a ttegfc el delight aev-

frE her from head to foot AM y secretT-
shp whispered eagerly fev

Only erpeiimeotal r M9 replied
are four other steps neceeefsr aawpiete tine

TiTrercial process Jerfon says l osi Jte
re known to no other eras

Birbara settled back her Uftediww tell upon the
k r in her lap the roumauroos dices the

r F i miisc and soft she of fee w t br her
t irl A dun kind of ire burned ta

Jrrfon gave me the fonavhi case
r o voice As directed I procucod lu anthaoay-

J lead and iron filUass and them in
proportions fused them ia a hgfc degree of

The resulting matt I took ta aaaeseyer The
ore reduced hi a bone ash f p l yielded

at the rate of 4 to the telL er was as
1 m insisted that I must aae s id ia the

rif but I did not the original were
ally pure It was a kind of alteaj you see

Jf says that any one mafes t r laboratory
1 ii to that in order to TTijl finijju l in large
c s other chemicals are fig her with

heat and a process of ant M dfeUlIation
T last his secrets By fiaaS f cg

P 6909 worth of gold afae of crud-
er costing 20 His assays r ae

s c It is wonderful
Y P It is wonderful sighed tbe

tat night Lanes days with
a ties The delicious fever of a M p p drove

rstlessly He and Jerfon inct rp ottef a eomaaay-
c talked the manufacture of Mteefa an

5 im aa i earnestness that went 4 itons under
vngs like wine Among the creitutaa iB nd the
f gold i word to conjure with

t f nulifying logic through desn
r Hotter exemplified The hard b il usinessr as a rule refused to consider JecJCo aims or
t krt U with Lanes enthusiasm aipfejeBtly too

of brain for the blossoming of fano Sit there
TS re lo tor lawyers teachers and BoNff

I V1 intelligent who yielded their sevfagSfo Ae en
and themselves to the witchery r

pf
Among the workiRgmen and comntK i otfr the

f r went a contagion many of taesfcartosjga
r homes that they might purcbaseyst k j the

c r i From finding so many who d the
t K possible Lanes belief became a

i rnviction He was honost absolutely bl
T s a poet a dreamer an eifettsias Th0 g
g d which would accrue to humanity la mK

jmerous poor of his own town who Bad guested
all in the enterprise was to him a Hy adhy pleasure And Barbara lovely Barbara vSerely
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fate sever odd out to a man a more alluring prospect
In oae tae a factory was created a goM factory

Surely the ef Mh wonder of the world Many heads
waking and adaop of ease and plaasHre on
aeeovnt of it Kvea the buuiaeoa wan with the cool
brata Gad hard began to question If svorwae op
portaaity had not knocked at his door and lIaR been
foollBhly dismteeed Bankers confessed to reporters
that If the thus were troe the monetary world could
sot oscape ultimate revolution

The conpanys stock consisted of 2OM shares of
a par value of Jl4 each Jerfon was Toted half the
shares since the discovery la point of worth transeewJ
ed afl else Lane was given SO shares for tarough
out the erection of the works and the olopoattton of the
stock he had wrought with an energy mad saeeess that
seemed scarcely human in truth touching re
gard be stood s the chief representative and ergaafeer
of the enterprise Five thousand shares had been sold
mainly to the workingnien of South Suburb 4 5tf
shares remained In the treasury with the tttt
realized from the sales of stock the factory laM Dean
erected The whoie affair had gone forward with a
celerity that was amazing

Previous to the kindling of the Sires no one was
denied admission to the factory and many a scoffsr was
seized with conviction when contemplating the remark
able preaarations made for the prosecution of this
strang et of all tadastries In the front of the

were offices lid a chemical laboratory back of
these a huge room brick and lighted frost the
roof Ia this room were seven cupelling furnaces aad
a huge oveolike contrivance of Jerfons inveAtJon
caned the creation furnace There were ore crashers
and mixers and an engine and lowers to create arti-
ctel draft

The smoke and fumes from the furnaces passed
through separate flues Into o underground brick
tassel which outside the rear of the ended
in aa urea cistern In the cistern fans were set to cool
the hot vapors and drive they onward through 78 feet
of iron whicc ended in fin Iron house Xa the iron
house hung bftgiike canvas b llooog Into which
the vapors issued from the ftnes being distilled in the
process and forming upon the Inside wriace of the
balloons in crystals which Jerfon claimed would show
69 p cc i 7 gold

These crystals would consist of volatilized antimony
turned into gold br the aetfoa of coM distillation
passing through the sues The real wealth however
lay in the ores produced la the furnaces At one side
of the great room was a small iron barred apartment
in which the goldmaer did secret compounding
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At length cars of coke lead antimony Iron
and other substances were delivered at the factory

and the fires were kindled South Suburb figuratively
held its breath Jerfoo his handsome person capped
and clad ia the garb of a skilled artisan divided his
time between the compounding room and a general su-

pervision of operations Lane pale and thin but with
his big lustrous eye aglow oscillated betweea his
neglected doctors once and the gold works

In the three months jut gone he had seen Barbara
infrequently and then though he was vaconscioes of
it she had seemed rather enamored of his scheme than
himself Now the day was not far distant when he
should make her entirely Ids own The flat wintry
sky the towers of smoke sad all the clang-
Ing channels of the toiling town were tinted it seemed
to Mm with aagvrfes of pftragise He had oeASed to
visit Ann for Gruff Saxon pronounced the making of
gold a fraud both illusory la conception and damnable
in He aaswered the yoottng fact that Jer
foas process save oft gold by eonteadtag
that the resulting yield was little store than a trace
and that this much was always native to antimony
Nevertheless the fever rased it was In the air like the
heady fumes of aa Invisible liquor Wound J rf Make
gold Would the world be changed for Leee and for
all seen

ODe day Jorfon went by train barter for aa
antimony mine ia the far west He serer returned
Another extraordinary came to U ht Mrs Hope
weirs nteoe had disappeared A tourist returning pres-
ently from the south reported that he bai seen Barbara
with Jerfon in New Ortaaac A chill of doubt crept
over South Suburb followed by a fiver of rage
bad naked ore putting gold late It and extract-
ing it agaia and again so rumor said lad true or false
the report ran like In stubble

One ether thins of import and in this case capable-
of proof came late the light of day tao that over
half the treasury stock bad been sold by Jorfon wfco
was president of the rfMujumj together with a large
amount of spurious stock the secretarys signature to
the certificates of which had bee skillfully forged

Gruff Saxon smote hIs mighty right fist ia his
horny left hand and swore that properly some one
ought to be hanged Doyens of workmen agreed with
him At bottom Saxons heart was soft That was why
he swore Had the wrong been himself atone It
might bare passed but the outrage OB Ms fellows made
him wild

As for Lane when the ruBv truth was he
walked for hours about the factory dead of eye
gray of face stunned He moved ia a dark world dis
graced beaten uadoie Barbam bad flown with the
man who had ruined hIM His beams best emaaatton
had met with poison Ms confidence bad been outraged
his life lay crushed est In the twilight of that day
he west slowly bade to his offices dejected heavy of

cold People looked at hint askance some laborers
whom he met stopped and regarded him ominously he
the vita president of the Jerfon Metallurgical company
the wan who had organized and brought the thieving
enterprise into operation

He went up rttte the front roost of his offices and
moved about heavily stood a little by a window and
looked dully noting that snow was beginning to fall
and the wind to blow He turned and sat down in a
chair by a table and opening a took out a

knife and felt the edge of it He looked at the
bright tongue of then JaM It OB the table turned
and ran his eyes along a row of phials in another case
noting the bottles labeled poison then settled back la-

the chair and sat staring
Night was falling without closing swift and black

oa the town like the shutting of mighty wings In Its
darkness swirling snow and smoke He got up
at last ignited the gas and sat down to a desk and
began to write Presently he unlocked a drawer and
took a small roll of bank notes some papers aad SM
shares of Jerfon gold stock drawn ia a single

He laW the valuables oa tfc tablets by him and
went oa writing hour after hour Ms features set and
white his hand steady

Down in the streets the cars clanged through the
storm the lights were dim halos the walks all butde
serted In the saloons were crowds of men drinking
t hilarious but mainly w t from the snow red and

sullen Here and there a gold stock certificate was
tmrted down OB a bar and scornfully pushed again
to the owner Not north the barer vot It is written
on was the usual verdict

Take it to Lane the smooth tongued Nay from
a bystander

Yes ram U fciva his throat the cur from a
second

I weaker how much his f shares netted him
damn him from amKher

I vos tolt dot be sell 469 of deni shares already
for from 600 to S8t apiece from a blowing
the foam from his lager

Fm tMnldn a bit of bump would do urn good
from an Irishmen I spose he Wiped wID the forgifi
Do any ORe know if the ditfl Is ia town1

He was seen din efaatog but I bet you he vas
gone to meet de odder filler by morning the bar
tender Thus the comments ran virulent inflammatory
profane

Near midnight a sUm figure buffeted and stumbling
through the swirling eddies of storm came panting
down a dark side street crept along an alley and hasti
ly climbed the back stair to Lanes offices On the
landing an uncovered porch jutting from beneath the

Endows the figure paused and pushing baok
masses of blowing hair from excited eyes peered In
through the snow fringed 3e young doctor his
work finished was leaning against the table the knife
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which was to bring him peace a his hand Opening
his vest he felt for his beating heart then drew back
the knife and aimed it His face was dead white and
quiet as a stone

Apparently be heard nothing save it might be
strange thoughts touching together ia his brain rand the
red tide waaderiag his veins As tie drew ia his breath
aad poised the knife a high pierehtg cry through
the rooms He dropped the knife threw both hands to
his bead and turned round and round like use leaping
runt of sleep The noise of Sapping signs the story
raging ever the roofs the grinding rumble of distant
trains seemed to burst upon him with an appalling
distinctness His face flashed his heads began to
tremble He went out into the dim passage and
listened passed again late the front oSee then
Ute open dour mate the rear apartmeRt aad naked
and pulled opea aa outside door Aaa Saxon be-
draggled and smothered la snow lay agaiaet the door

the room She was choktttg and strugsttag for breath
I I couldnt get the door open I I tla ht

was too Utter she gasped

Where dW ou what is the Maitarr lie
asaad in a aoed way

The dirt toward him aad steadied her
self I fsa all the way When I pima hove froM
playing at Lujrtons saW that bad Mea
home tad away Ida hed beoa drinKlag aad
nerd soJd yoad have trouble on your panda Were mid
sight She labored Ute words out one hand OH her
heart tile other pushing the txagled hair from her wet
feee Laae stood speecbtess You must not stay
here she went on they are going to kilt you There
is a lot of them dowa la Ute alley now You better

A Jarring rumble of feet came up the snow
back stair and a trasaallag and shunning

of heavy boots burst up from the frost entrance Lane
leaped through the middle door into the main office and

ttea hot ia every flber Almost Instantly yes broke
tate the apartments from
tramping liquor heated clotted with wet sao r Saxon
was well to tile frost of them a revolver ia one band
a ia the other He was a brawny deep ehestefl

Weve come for ye Miother Doctor he said
Staa beck boys and let me get to hIM

He pushed roughly through the crowding sea
Laae stood at bay the knife drawn back his lips stat
tight his eyes wile and gieassiag His tongue seemed
foMftpaMe of articulation Suddenly Ann emerged from
the jostling pack and stood gentle Give J e the
kaifer she commanded Give me the knife

He yielded it into her one In a dream
She turned and faced the crowd wed panting Oaths
that were unconscious eceJfuaattaas eerie tram the lips
of some awl from Grew Saxons rugged
queer rasplag note of wander

Aan why what this mean Whet are you
ola Anally

come t that you oont cecwdt
replied her delicate nostrils afvexiag as she
looked htoi straight ia the face

Hes a lyle scoundrel and aught to be htm iEvery man of us says so
Druukea nice are not good Judges You o g t to

be ashamed all of yen
h i got out of tic way Go home winceye belong growled axoa atvaaeiB-

Sbe turned the knife toward owa baavia
breast Father stop If you advance anther
towardDr Laae if you lift your pistol I win bury this
Wade 4a my Her eyes mea out from
tainted hair like aa angry panthers

men Jostled about open mouthed Saxaa looked
at the girl a moment perplexed bated Wen youre-
a splinter otteR the old Mock he said and ta ghed
gruffly I guess yr made o the right steel Boys I
take It were drank Lets get out

Smitten with sudden shame the men trooped down
the stairway selfcoaocteiis Saxon looked
back at the young pair a moment hesitatingly Cone
along with me daughter Fm gent home to yr mother
he saW I didnt quite wwterstead I dMat know it
was this way Come

The girl did not look at Laae but rushed mate nor
fathers arms and clung to him As they stumbled down
the stair Lane hoard her sobbiag Then he broke o t
of his nightmare stupor The napping of signs Ute
storm roarias across the roofs the rumble of
passing trains all the noises of the night awoke agate
in his consciousness He looked about the room oddly
at the knife on the taWe then suddenly sank down
upon a chair and burst late tsars

When lawn eame again Lane bad loft South
Suburb Gruff Saxon received aa envelope tkrougk
Ute mails at noon Opening It he found Lanes 500
share certificate A note signed by Lane ws pinned
to it Yea wttt see by OM Induced that 1 iataadea-
ao wrong the note read I was deceived I have
gene to sad Jerfea If it flea te my power be sball
return to this people and answer doom la the courts
As for your daughter I w uld her can
find no words

That evening When Saxon arrived at he
found Ann ill in bed He weat up to her room and
laid the letter in her hand then atoeped down and
kissed her and went out

More than a yearwejtt by and Jerfens factory
lay cold la the general public memory it was
touch as if it had not been hut to the stsftckholdars
and some who were struggling to pay mortgages in-
curred in its Interest the fraud stuck Warm bitter
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One day at the warm end of June Lane entered
Gruff gate and stood at the door of the

cottage He looked thin tanned aad worn Ann nt
tying an aproa from her waist came and opened tine
screen door An exclamation of wonder and welcome
broke from her lips She led the returned traveler
Into the little parlor and they sat down Hr cow
were and her cheeks flushed Her mother Mad
goae to Peasants Colossal department store to a bar
gala sale she said She herself had stopped to prac-
tice a before finishing her dustfag Her vfoBa
lay oa tile center table They both looked at It

He was glad to see that she was keeping ap her
he said He had arrived in the morning anf

had gone up and tried to straighten out his oSces
but road not finished yet He would have to hire some-
one to scrub out the rooms TInts they talked of com-
mon things half embarrassed loath to uncover the
forbidding matter which lay between theta

But they It at last I wished to tell you
ho said for I owe you everything I

JeriOo It was a long strange search with aa ending
I wish I might forget I arst weat to New Orleans
from there I traced them Barbara was with
through a zigzagging coarse to one of the Bahamas
Of course detectives were for JerfOa but
mainly in the United States I confess that I followed
them with murder in my heart with a determination
to compel JerfOB to return or kilt him I feel
humble and asaaated Nature showed to me that she
can execute that vengeance is aot properly mars

The story is not a short one but I will make it
so I found Jerfoa living ia a palatial bone built ia
aa obscure quarter not far from the sea I have never
seen elsewhere so perfect and beautiful a dwelling-
It was not large as great buildings go but stood a
distinct creation of poetic architecture half bidden ia
a wonderful park of blossoming greenery Uadar aa
assumed name he had purchased the place fro aa
eccentric but wealthy

The istends know are like floating gardens
All is warm charming sensuous narcotic The sea
no longer a matT green as ia the north te opaltee
translucent soft the dawas opea like the breaking of
pearls the day passes like a phase e waking slumber
and the evenings fall drowsily and full of smoky geld
It seemed a iIowery comer of beaver Into which they
had gone zee but the price paid was fafcohcaJ
perfidy and Seceit and a curse like a serpent fol-
lowed them into their bower Gradually Lane had
come to speak with fervor and an unconscious eio-

4ueaoe that seemed a reflection of his long peat

WeD kid been living so for perhaps six
months he went oa When I found oat surely
where be was I went at once to Ids blossom girdled
palace determined that he should make reparation or
feel the knife that you and I came near turning
against our own hearts I found that which wiU re-

main te my memory until learn Jerfoa was sick and
atone ia the midst of Ms splendors His servants had
lei Barbara had taken a portion of his Ol gotten
money aad gone he not where She toad A wa
bided with abhorrence and disway her paradise la
ruin Jerfoa bow can I toil It Jerfoa had
turned

Ann looked at Mat with eyes is which horror
and perplexing wander miheied Lams drew the back
of his band across his moist brow It seemed the
wrath of God he sold reverently Perhaps it was
yet it was a disease Addfeons disease a

of rare occurrence and mysterious origin What
it have to Jades betattfal princely
sarroaaded with luxury and lovely things io see him
self thus turn black and hideous may perhaps be
imagined but there are no words for It In sheer
horror of himself he took Ills own life That occurred
the next dey after I found him

Lane paused for a moment overcome with the
awful memory SUM be mode such resCftrotton as he
could Pitied with remorse and feeitag himself ac
cursed he left papers conveying to the stockholders
of the Metallurgical company suck wealth as remained
ia his hands But more important than this he left-
a paper which states that In operating the plant
which had been erected solely for appearance he dis-
covered that the great heat employed and the
of fusing and roasting the conglomerate of minerals
produced tungsten and platinum in sja li quantities
and a high grade of refined antimony These ours val-
uable and following the directions which ho loft I
hope the enterprise may be made to pay a profit on the
par value of tire original stock At least rslfell devote
my life to repairing any loss sustained by the work-
ingmen and the poor through following my advice
That task Is sacred 0

They looked at each other Do you
know where Barbara isT asked Ann

She has returned I understand not to Mrs
HopewelFs lot to her home said Lane MId was afloat

The girl looked down and he saw that her cheeks
were wet with tears

I must go now said Lane I many
things to do Tomorrow if you will let ate I will
come agile I have left many things and to me at
least tine rat important unsaid May I corner

She put her hand in his aad lifted her eyes to his
lace You are always welcome she saM ao4 he
saw that light upon her features which is not of the
land or but of loves morning in the heart Out
of his crumbled expectations from the wreak hia
splendid dreams of gold come to him at least one
golden tilasrlUtle Ann
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